
Peggy Bakko has been a member of Saint Rose since the day she was born. Her family’s legacy in the parish,
however, goes back much further; back to before there was a Saint Rose. Her grandparents—Edward and
Evelyn O’Neill—were residents of Rose Township in the 1930s and joined with other Catholic families in
the area to establish a parish in what is now Roseville. In fact, her grandmother drove Archbishop John
Murray around looking for a site for the new church.

Peggy was a toddler about three decades later when the current church was built. She just barely remembers
the construction. “We moved over from having Mass in the school gym, and it was like ‘wow’ what a
difference from where we had been,” she recalls.  Peggy and her husband Mark were married at Saint Rose in
1989, and a couple of years later they purchased her parents’ house. That’s where they raised their four
children—Bridget, Thomas, Sarah and Amy—all of whom graduated from the parish school. Peggy started
her extensive volunteering at the school. She was very involved in Girl Scouts, and still is today, helping plan
events for several Roseville troops.

Peggy is a Eucharistic minister, lector, part of the Adoration Chapel leadership team, member of the Pastoral
Council and a Keystone food shelf volunteer. Once a month she is Mass coordinator for the 6 p.m. Sunday
Mass at Corpus Christi. Peggy says her most rewarding ministry is the Holy Hammers home-building
program for the Habitat for Humanity organization. “I believe that I am making a difference in someone’s
life,” she says. “Having my hands actually doing the work on the house is so rewarding.” Among the jobs she
has tackled: putting up sheetrock, installing insulation, framing and painting. 

As a life-long member of Saint Rose, Peggy has a real attachment and commitment to the parish. “I love
being a part of this community,” she says. “Through all the changes I have always felt at home here. And
right now I see an opportunity to rejuvenate the parish with more young people coming to Mass, bringing a
new level of excitement.”

Peggy and Mark Bakko

Other things to know about Peggy and Mark:
• Mark is a partner in a major accounting firm and manages the tax
practice in the region. At Saint Rose he has been a parish trustee and is
still active in the Boy Scout pancake breakfast events. He and Peggy work
with engaged couples in the Saint Rose marriage preparation ministry.
• Peggy and Mark met at a ballroom dance club when both were
attending the University of Minnesota. They continued to participate in
this activity throughout their marriage, even taking first place in a
ballroom dance contest, and winning season tickets from the Minnesota
Strikers soccer team by dancing at halftime in the Metrodome. Peggy’s
secret to her dancing success: “I never got dizzy.”

Published July 21, 2019


